Introduction
The first 10 years of the Journal of Automatic Chemistry have demonstrated the enormous impact of microprocessors in the field of analytical chemistry. This has meant that for the analytical chemist, there is an immediate requirement to become conversant with computer programming, interfacing and data-base technology. These techniques greatly enhance the use that can be made of the analytical data, whilst also boosting the speed of its acquisition.
This growth has to be viewed alongside the comparatively poor representation of analytical chemistry in the UK's higher education system. Consequently, there is a demand in industry for well-trained analysts with good computing skills, which at the current time far exceeds the supply. One of the aims of the Computer-Aided Chemistry degree course at Surrey [2, 3] Final year students take two options (one major one minor) that are common to the single honours chemistry degree course, for example organometallic and complex chemistry, and a similar number relating to the computer-aided chemistry. One of these is concerned with the application of microcomputers to chromatography, spectroscopy and other analytical techniques, and the other directed towards molecular graphics and computer-aided synthesis. In addition, the project which they undertake provides experience in developing problem-solving skills. 
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